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Proclamation 8141—Military Spouse
Day, 2007

May 9, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s military spouses inspire our Na-
tion with their sense of duty and deep devo-
tion to our country. On Military Spouse Day,
we honor the husbands and wives of those
who wear the uniform of the Armed Forces
of the United States.

The husbands and wives of our service
members have made significant sacrifices for
freedom’s cause, and they are an integral part
of the success of our Armed Forces. Spouses
may endure long periods of separation and
frequent relocations, and they often set aside
their own personal and professional ambi-
tions for the benefit of their family and the
Nation. Despite tremendous personal chal-
lenges, military spouses maintain everyday
life for their families here at home, while
sending love, prayers, encouraging words,
and care packages to their loved ones sta-
tioned around the globe.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, we salute
our Nation’s military spouses. For ways to
support our troops, their spouses, and their
families, visit americasupportsyou.mil.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 11, 2007, as
Military Spouse Day. I call upon the people
of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities and by
expressing their gratitude to the husbands
and wives of those serving in the United
States Armed Forces.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:16 a.m., May 11, 2007]
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NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 10, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 14.

Memorandum on Transfer of Funds
From FY 2007 Economic Support
Fund Account to the International
Peacekeeping Account To Support
Security Sector Reform in Liberia
May 9, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2007-18

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Transfer of Funds from FY 2007 Economic
Support Fund Account to the International
Peacekeeping Account to Support Security
Sector Reform in Liberia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including section 610 of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (the
“Act”), and section 301 of title 3 of the
United States Code, I hereby determine it
necessary for the purposes of the Act that
$11 million in FY 2007 funds made available
under the Economic Support Fund account
be transferred to, and consolidated with,
funds made available under chapter 8 of part
I of the Act, and such funds are hereby so
transferred and consolidated.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to the Congress
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 10.

The President’s News Conference in
Arlington, Virginia
May 10, 2007

The President. Good morning. I've just
completed a meeting with Secretary Gates
and General Pace and the members of the
Joint Chiefs. I appreciate your hospitality. I
really enjoy coming to the Defense Depart-
ment to sit at the same table with these dis-
tinguished Americans. These folks are good,
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strategic thinkers. They're smart; they're ca-
pable; and we’re lucky they wear the uni-
form.

I spent time discussing with them the
needs of our military personnel as they carry
out vital missions. The Joint Chiefs shared
with me the latest developments and updated
me on the troop rotations as they implement
our new Baghdad security plan. They report
that the three additional Iragi brigades prom-
ised by the Government are in place and are
conducting operations in the Baghdad area.
Three additional American brigades, totaling
about 12,000 troops, have taken up positions
and are also conducting operations.

The Chiefs told me that the fourth Amer-
ican brigade of reinforcements has just en-
tered Baghdad and its surrounding towns and
that the commanders expect the fifth Amer-
ican brigade to be in place by the middle
of June. So it'’s going to be another month
before all the additional troops that General
Petraeus has requested are on the ground
and carrying out their missions in Iraq.

American reinforcements in Baghdad,
along with the Iraqi security forces, are now
living and working with the Iraqgi people in
neighborhood posts called joint security sta-
tions. These stations are a place from which
American and Iraqi forces act against terror-
ists and insurgents and death squads. And
they patrol streets to build trust and increase
local cooperation. In other words, there’s ac-
tive engagement by Iraqi forces and coalition
forces in neighborhoods throughout Baghdad
and the area.

And what happens with increased pres-
ence, there’s increased confidence. And with
increased confidence becomes increased in-
formation, information that forces can use to
go after extremists, to bring down sectarian
violence that plague the capital city of that
country. The level of sectarian violence is an
important indicator of whether or not the
strategy that we have implemented is work-
ing. Since our operation began, the number
of sectarian murders has dropped substan-
tially.

As we have surged our forces, Al Qaida
is responding with their own surge. Al Qaida
is ratcheting up its campaign of high-profile
attacks, including deadly suicide bombings
carried out by foreign terrorists. America re-
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sponded, along with coalition forces, to help
this young democracy, and a brutal enemy
has responded as well. These attacks are part
of a calculated campaign to reignite sectarian
violence in Baghdad and to convince the peo-
ple here in America that the effort can’t suc-
ceed. We're also seeing high levels of vio-
lence because our forces are entering areas
where terrorists and militia once had sanc-
tuary. As they continue to do so, our com-
manders have made clear that our troops will
face more fighting and increased risks in the
weeks and months ahead.

As we help Iraqis bring security to their
own country, we're also working with Iraqi
leaders to secure greater international sup-
port for their young democracy. And last
week, Secretary Rice attended an inter-
national meeting on Iraq and Egypt, and she
briefed me, and she briefed Secretary
Gates—there he is, right there. [Laughter]

The meeting included representatives
from Iraq’s neighbors, as well as Egypt and
Bahrain and G-8 countries and the Arab
League and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference and the five permanent mem-
bers of the U.N. Security Council. It was a
robust international meeting where Iraqi
leaders expressed their determination to
meet a series of benchmarks they have set
for political progress. In other words, they
have not only told me that they’re going to
meet benchmarks, they’ve not only told Sec-
retary Gates that they intend to meet bench-
marks, but they've also told the international
community they intend to do so.

These benchmarks include adoption of a
national oil law and preparations for Provin-
cial elections and progress on a new de-
Ba’athification policy and a review of the
Iraqi Constitution.

The nations assembled in Egypt pledged
to support Iraq in these efforts. In other
words, the Iraqis said, “We need help,” and
these nations pledged support. It was a very
positive development. They're going to help
Iraq secure its borders. They've said they will
help stem the flow of terrorists into their
country. They agreed to support the Inter-
national Compact established by Iraq and the
United Nations so that Iraq can reform and
rebuild its economy.
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For Iraqi leaders to succeed in all these
efforts, their people must have security.
That’s why I made the decision I made; that’s
why we sent additional troops into Baghdad.
But we need to give General Petraeus’s plan
time to work. There’s a debate raging in
Washington here about how long we’re going
to be there—we haven’t even got all our
troops there. I still find it interesting that
General Petracus was given a unanimous
confirmation vote by the United States Sen-
ate after he made clear his plan, and before
the plan has been fully implemented, some
in Washington are saying, “You need to
leave.” My attitude is, General Petracus’s
plan ought to be given a chance to work, and
we need to give the troops under his com-
mand the resources they need to prevail.

I met with congressional leaders to discuss
the way forward, last week. I fully understand
Republicans and Democrats have disagree-
ments. We should be able to agree that the
consequences of failure in Iraq would be dis-
astrous for our country. And they would be
disastrous for our country. We should be able
to agree that we have a responsibility to pro-
vide our men and women on the frontlines
with the resources and flexibility they need
to do the job we've asked them to do.

I believe that leaders of good will can de-
liver to our troops. And we've got to deliver
it soon—time is running out—because the
longer we wait, the more strain we're going
to put on the military.

All Americans know the goodness and
character of the U.S. Armed Forces. They
are risking their lives each day to fight our
enemies and to keep our people safe. Their
families are making tremendous sacrifices on
behalf of our country. It’s important for the
people who wear the uniform and their fami-
lies to know that as the Commander in Chief,
I'm proud of the sacrifices they have made,
and the American people honors their service
to our country.

And now I'll be glad to answer a couple
of questions. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Asso-
ciated Press], why don’t you kick it off.

War on Terror in Iraq/Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations

Q. Thank you, sir. With some Republicans
saying they need to see measurable progress
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by September, are you willing to reevaluate
troop levels then, based on what General
Petraeus says? And also, are you willing to
accept any consequences for benchmarks in
the war funding bill?

The President. You know, I meet with a
lot of people on the subject of Iraq, and I
should. There’s a lot of opinions on both
sides of the aisle about this issue. And my
message to the Members of Congress is,
whatever your beliefs may be, let’s make sure
our troops get funded and let’s make sure
politicians don’t tell our commanders how to
conduct operations, let’'s don’t hamstring our
people in the field. That’s my message.

Their message to me has been, you know,
don’t you think the Iragi Government ought
to do more? They recognize what I recognize
and these gentlemen up here particularly
recognize, that without political progress, it’s
going to be hard to achieve a military victory
in Iraq. In other words, the military can pro-
vide security so a political process can go for-
ward.

Look, the two questions you asked, one
was about General Petraeus’s report to the—
back—around September about what’s tak-
ing place in Baghdad. My attitude toward
Congress is, why don’t you wait and see what
he says? Fund the troops, and let him come
back and report to the American people.
General Petraeus picked this date. He be-
lieves that there will be enough progress one
way or the other to be able to report to the
American people, to give an objective assess-
ment about what he sees regarding the Bagh-
dad security plan.

It’s at that point in time that I'm confident
that the Secretary and the Joint Chiefs will
take a look at what David Petraeus says and
make recommendations about troop levels
based upon the conditions on the ground,
which stands in stark contrast to Members
of Congress who say, we're going to deter-
mine troop levels based upon politics or the
latest opinion poll or how we can get our
Members elected.

And the second part of your question was
about benchmarks. Look, let me talk about
this recent effort by Congress to fund our
troops. The idea that the House of Rep-
resentatives put forward is one that we will
fund our troops by piecemeal. Secretary
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Gates was very strong about why that’s a bad
idea. And the American people must under-
stand that if you fund our troops every 2
months, you're in a—put in a position where
we have to delay certain procurement, or that
military contracts must be delayed. There’s
a lot of uncertainty in funding when it comes
to 2-month cycles. So we reject that idea.
It won’t work.

I find it odd that the Congress is—I find
it ironic that the Congress is ready to fully
fund unrelated domestic spending items and
only one-half of the money requested for our
troops. They provide 100 percent of the
money for the special interest projects that—
they don’t have anything to do with fighting
the war on terror, and 50 percent of the
money to go to those who wear our uniform.
They got it wrong. They ought to provide
100 percent of the money for people who
wear the uniform and leave these special
pork projects out of the bill. And so T'll veto
the bill if it’s this haphazard, piecemeal fund-
ing. And I made that clear.

One message I have heard from people
from both parties and—is that the idea of
benchmarks makes sense. And I agree. It
makes sense to have benchmarks as a part
of our discussion on how to go forward. And
so I've empowered Josh Bolten to find com-
mon ground on benchmarks, and he will con-
tinue to have dialog with both Republicans
and Democrats.

You know, this bill—I believe we can get
a good supplemental, and I hope it’s as quick
as possible. The first blush is the bad supple-
mental coming out of the House. Neverthe-
less, there is—the Senate will have a say, and
then there will be a conference committee,
and hopefully we can move a good bill for-
ward as quickly as possible. These gentlemen
will tell you that the longer we wait, the more
it hurts our military and the families.

Toby [Tabassum Zakaria, Reuters].

Prime Minister Tony Blair/Europe’s Role
in Iraq

Q. Mr. President, with Prime Minister
Tony Blair stepping down, are you concerned
that British policy on Iraq could change sig-
nificantly?

The President. First of all, I'll miss Tony
Blair. He is a political figure who is capable
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of thinking over the horizon. He’s a long-
term thinker. I have found him to be a man
who’s kept his word, which sometimes is rare
in the political circles I run in. When Tony
Blair tells you something, as we say in Texas,
you can take it to the bank. We've got a rela-
tionship such that we can have really good
discussions. And so I'm going to miss him.
He’s a remarkable person, and I consider
him a good friend.

I obviously look forward to meeting with
his successor. I believe that the relationship
between Great Britain and America is a vital
relationship. It is a relationship that has stood
the test of time. And when America and
Great Britain work together, we can accom-
plish important objectives. We share com-
mon values. We share a great history. And
so I look forward to working with the—with
Gordon Brown, who 1 presume is going to
be the—maybe I shouldn’t say that—I
shouldn’t predict who is going to be in, but
I—the punditry suggests it will be him.

I have had a meeting with him and found
him to be an open and engaging person. It’s
amazing how people make all kinds of char-
acterizations about people in the political
process, and I found him to be a easy-to-
talk-to, good thinker.

Q. What do you think he'll do on Iraq?
Do you feel like you're in

The President. 1 think—look, yes, I be-
lieve he understands the consequences of
failure. The interesting thing about the Iraq
debate, by the way, is, I don’t hear a lot of
discussions about happens if we fail—what
happens if we fail. I hear a lot of discussions
about, maybe we can make good political
progress based upon this issue, or let’s just
make sure that we constantly achieve—make
political hay based upon Iraq. I hear a lot
of that. But there needs to be a serious dis-
cussion about what happens if we create a
vacuum into which radical movements flow.

If you're worried about Iran, then it’s real-
ly important that people understand the con-
sequences of us leaving before the job is
done. I am deeply concerned about what
would happen in the Middle East should
America’s credibility be diminished as a re-
sult of us not keeping our word, as a result
of us abandoning millions of people who are
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anxious to live in a stable, secure, free soci-
ety. I worry about the signal it would send
to Al Qaida. As I told you earlier, and as
David Petracus said—let me put it in his
words—"Al Qaida is public enemy number
one in Iraq.” Al Qaida also should be viewed
as public enemy number one in America.

And why do I say that? Well, Al Qaida
attacked us once and killed thousands of citi-
zens on our soil. I believe they want to attack
us again. I believe failure in Iraq would only
embolden Al Qaida further. T know that
vacuums in the Middle East are likely to be
filled by radicals and extremists, who, at the
very minimum, would share a common
enemy, the United States and some of our
strongest allies.

And so it’s vital we succeed. The debate
in Washington is, how fast can we with-
draw—amongst some. The debate ought to
be, what do we need to do to make sure that
we not only don’t fail but succeed?

And so I believe Gordon Brown under-
stands the consequences of failure. But I'm
looking forward to working with him. I'm
looking forward to working with the new
President of France. I'm looking forward to
working with a lot of people in Europe to
not only achieve success in Iraq but also
achieve success in Afghanistan, another the-
ater in the war on terror.

Let’s see here—Roger [Roger Runningen,
Bloomberg News]. Yes, Rog. I call him
“Rog,”

President-elect Nicolas Sarkozy of
France/Vice President Cheney’s Visit to
the Middle East/Iran

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Good after-
noon. You just mentioned the new leader of
France, and I was going to ask you about
him. Have you talked to him? Are you re-
cruiting him as part of the coalition? Any
messages for him?

And you've sent Mr. Cheney to the Mid-
east to visit with the other neighbors. What
specifically are the requests you are making
of them?

The President. Sure. First of all, Presi-
dents don’t recruit; the people elect a leader
with whom I will work. And I had a—I did
talk to President-elect Sarkozy, I think it was
at about 8:03 Paris time. He won at 8:00,
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and I called him shortly thereafter. And I'm
so grateful he took my phone call. I had met
with him before when he came over here
and found him to be a very engaging, ener-
getic, smart, capable person. We will have
our differences, and we will have our agree-
ments. And I'm looking forward to working
with him.

Vice President Cheney is in the Middle
East. His first message to the Iraqis was that
they have got to speed up their clock, that—
I agree with General Petraeus’s assessment
that there are two clocks, one ticking here
in Washington and one ticking there. And
they must understand that we are very seri-
ous when it comes to them passing law that
enables this country to more likely reconcile.
And then he’ll be traveling to talk to other
friends in the area.

One of the questions that many ask is, do
we understand the Iranian issue well? Do we
understand the consequences of Iran having
a nuclear weapon—which it looks like they
want to try to achieve—to get. And the an-
swer is, absolutely. And they’ll find a stalwart
friend in dealing with extremism in that vital
part of the world. And that—Vice President
will lay out our strategy of convincing others
to join us on this Iranian issue. He will point
out to them that we have worked hard to
convince not only the EU-3 to join with the
United States in sending a clear message but
also now Russia and China, and that we do
have a diplomatic front. And we've got to
work—to continue to work together. We've
got to work to keep it together, to send a
focused, concerted message.

He will also remind people that success
in Iraq will be important for dealing with
Iran; that if we were to listen to some of
the voices in Congress and withdraw before
the job was done, it would embolden Iran.
In other words, there are strategic con-
sequences to what is being said here in
Washington, DC, about the Iraqi issue.

And so he’s got to—it’s a vital trip, and
I really appreciate him going. And it looked
like he had a good stop yesterday. I haven’t
talked to him, but it looks like he’s—it looks
like he had a good day yesterday, and I'm
looking forward—he’ll check in.

Mark [Mark Silva, Chicago Tribune].
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War on Terror in Iraq/Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations

Q. Mr. President, in your meeting with
some moderate Republicans this week, in
particular Representative LaHood, who,
afterwards, said, “The way forward after Sep-
tember, if the report is not good, is going
to be difficult”’——

The President. Yes.

Q. ——those are his words. Are you per-
haps facing an ultimatum on the war this fall
with Congress?

The President. You know, first of all, I
appreciate the Members coming down to the
White House. We had a good exchange. It
gave me a chance to share with them my
feelings about the Iraqi issue. I spent time
talking to them about what it meant to fail
and what it means when we succeed. They
expressed their opinions. They’re obviously
concerned about the Iraq war, but so are a
lot of other people.

I remind people—I reminded them that
last fall, late fall, I had—I had been one of
these people that get endlessly polled—you
know, these surveys and the pollsters con-
stantly calling people all the time, it looks
like—and had asked my opinion, I'd have
said, I disapprove of what was going on in
Iraq. You could have put me down as part
of the disapproval process—and therefore,
had put a plan in place that would more likely
cause me to approve of what’s going on in
Iraq. That's why I made the decision I made.

I explained to them why I made the deci-
sion I made. And I said, look, David Petracus
has got a plan, and Members of Congress—
some Members of Congress won't let him
implement the plan. That doesn’t make any
sense, on the one hand, for us to send him
out with the unanimous confirmation by the
Senate and then to deny him the troops and/
or the funds necessary to get the job done.
And I reminded them that we ought to give
David Petraeus a chance.

I did explain to them that General
Petraeus has said he’s going to come back
and report to the Secretary and the Joint
Chiefs and the White House and the Con-
gress about whether or not the strategy that
he thinks could work is working. And at that
point in time, we will respond accordingly.
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As I told people, that decisions about the
posture in Iraq need to be based upon condi-
tions on the ground. And no better person
to report about the conditions on the ground
than somebody who was there, and that
would be General Petraeus. And at that point
in time, upon the recommendation of the
Secretary and the Joint Chiefs and General
Petraeus, we will respond to what he says.
And so I said, why don’t we wait and see
what happens? Let’s give this plan a chance
to work. Let’s stop playing politics. It’s one
thing to have a good, honest debate about
the way forward in Iraq; it’s another thing
to put our troops right in the middle of that
debate.

These troops deserve the money necessary
to do the job. And our commanders need
the flexibility necessary to do the job. And
I believe this cause is necessary and it’s
noble. That’s why I put those young men and
women out there in the first place. It's nec-
essary for the peace and security of our coun-
try. It's noble to have such amazing citizens
volunteer to go into harm’s way. And our
Congress needs to support them. It’s one
thing to have a political debate or a debate
about strategies; it’s another thing to make
sure that money gets sent to them on a timely
basis. I repeat: This idea of funding our
troops every 2 months is not adequate, and
I, frankly, don’t think it’s right. They need
to give these troops what they—what the
military has asked for them.

And we can debate Irag—and should. But
there should be no debate about making sure
that money gets there on a timely basis so
our kids can do the job we've asked them
to do.

I want to thank you all for your time.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
12:06 p.m at the Pentagon. In his remarks, he
referred to Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates;
Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman, Joint Chiefs
of Staff; Gen. David H. Petracus, USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq;
Prime Minister Tony Blair and Chancellor of the
Exchequer Gordon Brown of the United King-
dom; and President-elect Nicolas Sarkozy of
France.
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Remarks on the Observance of Asian
Pacific American Heritage Month
and Presentation of the President’s
Volunteer Service Awards

May 10, 2007

Thanks for coming, and welcome to the
White House. I'm glad you're here. Fifteen
years ago, my dad—or as we call him around
the house, “number 41”"—signed a law desig-
nating May as Asian Pacific American Herit-
age Month. This afternoon, number 43—
[laughter]—has the honor of continuing
number 41’s tradition. And we’re glad you're
here.

I thank you for joining me to celebrate
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.
Across our Nation, Americans of Asian Pa-
cific descent are leaders in fields from edu-
cation to business to government. Every day,
Asian Pacific Americans make our commu-
nities more vibrant, and this afternoon we
honor the many contributions that are made
to our great democracy.

I want to thank Secretary of Labor Elaine
Chao for being here today. Madam Sec-
retary, we're proud you're here. Thank you
for serving. A former member of my Cabinet,
now retired—well, not exactly retired
[laughter]—but a close friend, Norm Mineta
is with us. Thanks for coming, Mr. Secretary.
You're looking pretty good. Yes, I see that.
[Laughter] I appreciate the fact that Deputy
Secretary of Commerce David Sampson is
here. He cannot claim any Asian American
heritage, but nevertheless, he is serving well.
[Laughter] Thank you for coming.

I appreciate the members of the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Commission on Asian Amer-
ican and Pacific Islanders who are here
today. Thanks for serving. Thanks for your
good work. I want to thank the recipients
of the President’s Volunteer Service Award.
We will talk about you all a little later on
here. But we're honored you're here.

I do want to thank the members of the
diplomatic corps who have joined us. Ambas-
sadors, thank you for being here. We're hon-
ored to have—by your presence.

I do want to thank World War II veterans
and Japanese American veterans who have
joined us today. We're proud to have you
here, and thanks for this great example
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you've set for those who wear the uniform
today. We're really glad you're here.

The story of Asian Pacific Americans is an
important part of the American story. During
the 19th century, Asian Pacific Americans
endured great hardships, for example, to lay
the tracks for our first transcontinental rail-
road. During times of war, Asian Pacific
Americans have defended our Nation with
honor and courage. And during times of prej-
udice, Asian Pacific Americans have over-
come discrimination to build strong and last-
ing communities in our country.

Today, more than 15 million Americans
can trace their lineage to Asia or the Pacific
Islands. We see the influence of these Asian
Pacific Americans across all our society. All
you have to do is look to see the tremendous
impact our fellow citizens are making. It’s
a great passion for art and music which brings
new culture—new life to our cultures. The
love of learning has helped improve our
schools and raise the standards for all chil-
dren. A commitment to innovation and free
enterprise has helped strengthen our econ-
omy and created jobs.

In 2004, I formed a Presidential Advisory
Commission to examine ways of expanding
economic opportunities for Asian Pacific
Americans. And tomorrow I will receive the
Commission’s final report, and I'm looking
forward to getting it.

As Asian Pacific Americans realize the op-
portunities of our Nation, theyre also an-
swering the call to give back to our commu-
nities, and by doing so, they create new op-
portunities for others. Men and women of
Asian Pacific descent volunteer their talents
and time to help their neighbors in a lot of
ways. This afternoon we honor six Americans
of Asian Pacific heritage with our Nation’s
highest honor for community service: the
President’s Volunteer Service Award.

The volunteers we recognize have set a
powerful example for all Americans. They
have served important causes, from providing
aid to victims of natural disasters to sharing
the joy of science with students to raising
money for libraries in far away lands. These
acts of kindness have changed lives; they've
laid the foundation for stronger communities;
and they really speak to the strength of



